
Let’s talk



The Atlas Group of companies is one of Malta’s foremost 
insurance and financial services organisations. The basis of 
Atlas’ operations is a philosophy of integrity, honesty and 
fairness and a commitment to quality customer service with 
an emphasis on claims service.

Michael Gatt
CEO

Welcome to Atlas



Atlas’ roots



The Atlas Group has its roots very firmly set in the Maltese shipping industry of the 1920s. 
The political and commercial climate of the period encouraged the establishment of various 
agencies for British insurance companies, dealing mainly with marine cargo business and 
following that, accident and fire business. Following the Second World War, motor business 
began to establish itself in Malta and local agencies began to flourish.

During the economic boom of the 80s, the various Atlas forerunners established themselves 
on the local market and grew their portfolios, specialising in diverse areas, which today 
form the pool of expertise that makes up the Atlas Group.

When, during the late 1990s, Malta followed the worldwide pattern of buyouts and mergers, 
four local agencies merged with a long term view to eventually forming a local company. 
The name Atlas was revived as a way of acknowledging the significance of the group’s 
history during a period of focus on future growth and opportunities.

In the seventeenth century, the early days of fire insurance 
in London, the naming of streets was haphazard at best 
and private homes were not numbered. Fire brigades were 
privately run by insurance companies, and they distinguished 
‘their properties’ by developing a distinctive emblem, some of 
them very beautiful. These were called fire marks and their use 
was widespread for about 250 years all across Europe including 
Russia and eventually in the US.

The original fire marks shown on this page are displayed at the 
Atlas offices in Ta’ Xbiex.



Things you may 
not know
about Atlas

1981

The new Insurance Business Act necessitated market 
consolidation and a number of mergers took place. Formosa 
& Camilleri was formed out of the merger of Alfred Formosa 
& Sons and Walter Camilleri Limited as agents for the 
Guardian Royal Exchange Group. Arva Insurance Agency 
was also formed as agents for Norwich Union from the two 
previous agencies Arva and P. Cutajar.

1920-24

The agency for Commercial Union, one of the first UK 
insurance companies to insure Malta risks, was set up 
by Hugh von Brockdorff in 1920 following contacts made 
in the trenches during the First World War. This was 
followed soon after in 1924 by the agency appointment 
of Walter Camilleri, a cargo surveyor, who handled a 
large marine claim and subsequently became local agent 
for the Caledonian, later part of the Guardian Group.

1945

In 1945, Alfred Formosa became agent for the UK Company 
Atlas Insurance Company and, although the company later 
became part of the Guardian Royal Exchange Group, 
Mr Formosa’s round-the-clock marketing made Atlas a 
household name in Malta. At the time of the 1998 merger, 
all parties agreed to use the Atlas name for the future.



2007

Atlas Insurance Limited converted to 
a cell company as Atlas Insurance PCC 
Limited to take the company overseas.   
Atlas Insurance PCC was the first PCC in 
Malta and the first in a European State.

1998

Atlas Insurance Agency was formed following 
the mergers of Formosa & Camilleri, R. 
von Brockdorff Insurance Agency and Arva 
Insurance Agency, and became the new 
agent for the UK Guardian Group.

2000

Following AXA’s purchase of the Guardian 
Group, Atlas Insurance Agency became 
agents for AXA Insurance plc and merged 
with Capital Insurance Agency, previously 
agents for AXA Assurances. It subsequently 
also became agent for AXA PPP healthcare.

2004

Atlas Insurance Limited, a Maltese 
insurance company, was set up 
following EU membership.



Our pioneering spirit
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